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FREEDMEN'S   AFFAIRS. 


VERED  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  FEB.  23,  1864. 


use  having  under  consideration  the  bill  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Freedmen's  Affairs,  M». 
said; 

-raker  :  Mutation  is  the  law  of  our  life.  Paradoxical  as  it  may  seem,  no  law 
immutable  or  inexorable  than  this.  "Passing  away  "  is  written  on  all  raft- 
ings. Nothing  bideth  in  one  stay;  and  sir,  much  of  pain  and  anguish  as 
ar  recurring  changes,  the  inevitable  product  of  swift  winged  time,  may  bring, 
i  the  sole  source  of  hope  and  aspiiation ;  they  are  the  method  and  sure  gut* 
f  progress,  social  and  political.  Stagnation  is  death.  Bats  and  owls  an 
lv  have  their  place  in  the  economy  of  nature,  but  in  their  love  of  the  twi- 
d  darkness  that  succeed  the  day  they  do  not  symbolize  the  wise  and  ?  ng*- 
itesman.  That  nation  is  in  a  bad  way  whose  legislators'  intellectual  Vjejoa 
:iack  of  their  heads;  whose  faith  ignores  eternal  laws  because  they  are  m- 
iud  lavs  hold  only  of  such  palpable  facts  as  that  pepper  is  hot  in  the  mou;^ 
t,  when  the  sun  is  at  meridian  it  should  be  noon  by  the  almanac  ;  and  who**: 
gs  no  joyful  prophecy  of  a  better  future,  but  spends  itself  on  a  sad  refrsim 
t  of  legend  and  tradition.  The  wise  statesman — iudeed,  he  who  is  at  all  a 
in  is  keen  and  far  sighted — notes  the  ever  re-curring  new  facts  of  the  rev? 
ie  watches  the  progress  of  sentiment  and  opinion.  He  observes  the  deve.4- 
i  of  the  material  resources  of  his  country  and  of  the  world.  He  pays  regarH 
bernal  laws  of  justice,  right,  and  truth,  and  from  time  to  time  so  modifier 
ibits,  customs,  and  institutions  as  are  vicious  or  essentially  temporary  a  it 
py  as  to  bring  the  order  of  society  into  harmony  with  nature's  laws,  and  p^ 
:  prosperity7  and  peace  of  the  people. 

atesmanship  would  have  averted  th«  rebellion  that  now  scourges  our  eotin- 
)e  fathers  of  the  country  saw  the  character  of  slavery.  They  gave  ns  the 
ce  of  1787,  which  forever  prohibited  it  north  and  west  of  the  Ohio  rivet, 
eluded  from  our  Constitution  the. words  "slave"  and  "slavery,"  because 
slieved  the  institution, to  be  transitory,  and  would  not  cause  the  blush  of 
o  mantle  the  cheeks  of  their  descendants  by  recording  in  that  enduring  i.^ 
t  the  fact  that  an  institution  so  incompatible  with  its  scope  and  spirit  hi  oi 
Eted  under  it.  Had  their  cousels  prevailed,  or  had  statesmen  succeeded 
the  government  of  the  country,  slavery  would  have  long  since  been  aboli.V 
other  questions  than  those  which  now  distract  our  country  would  have  been 
MB  of  solution  at  the  hands  of  a  peaceful,  prosperous,  and  mighty  people.  But 
lot  so  ordered.  The  government  was  confided  to  the  hands  of  wicked  a;  J 
^hted  demagogues,  who,  by  disregarding  the  immutable  laws  of  right  arS 
have  involved  us  in  war;  and  it  is  the  part  of  tb^e  wise  statesman  and  leg's- 
accept  facts  as  he  finds  them,  to  apply  controlling  and  enduring  principle^ 
is  evoke  beautous  order  out  of  the  sanguinary  chaos  that  surrounds  us.  This 
dp  by  inaugurating  a  system  of  paid  labor  that  shall  be  in  harmony  with  the 
f  t.he  age  and  Christian  civililation. 

>iil  under  consideration,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  well  calculated  to  produce  thes» 
results.  The  committee  charged  with  its  preparation  has  considered  it  in  do 
«>r  part'san  spirit.  The  majority  of  the  committee  beheld  the  great  need  of 
bureau  as  it.  contemplates.  They  have  called  from  far  and  near  the  wistf* 
!<••?.     They  have  heard  slaveowning  and  other  citizens  of  the  rebellious  tee- 


tlie  proclamation  o!  t!i<-  fJommander-in-Uniei  ot  our  Army  and  Navy,  are 
tens  of  and  hnndreds  of  thousands  to  our  standard  and  withio  our  lines 
ln-ii .ul  territory  to  which  we  look  for  supplies  Bf  cotton,  rice,  sugar,  and  tc 
(i  wide  waste,  overgrown  with  weeds.  The  bill  proposes,  by  mean-;  aim] 
constitution &i  and  inexpensive,  nay,  by  which  millions,  many  millions,  }> 
will  be  added  to  the  Treasury  of  our  country  ;  to  cultivate  Bo  much  of  th 
and  to  employ  in  their  cultivation  so  many  of  these  people  as  have  cum.-  or 
within  our  lines.  In  the  cultivation  of  its  lands  a  nation  finds  its  wea 
none  can  sutler  from  the  employment  of  idle  laborers  on  abandoned  lands. 

The  future  welfare  of  the  freed  men  demands  such  action.  They  must  n 
milled  to  contract  habits  of  idleness,  indolence,  and  vagrancy.  The  welfi 
neople  of  the  North  demands  it.  They  need  the  commodities  yielded  by 
tory.  Their  industry  is  paralyzed  by  the  want  of  cotton  which  will  be 
by  the  labor  of  these  people.  The  world  at  large  demands  it.  The  absei 
well  directed  toil  of  these  very  people  upon  the  neglected  lauds  now  aud 
within  our  lines  has  caused  gaunt  want  and  starvation  to  6talk  through  t 
facturing  districts  of  Great  Britain  aud  the  continent.  And  it  is  our  duty,  1 
legislation,  to  stanch  these  wounds,  as  we  can  do  by  the  coming  autumn, 
visions  of  this  bill  are  well  directed  to  that  end.  Humanity,  the  spirit  of 
tee  nth  century,  and  Christian  civilization  demand  its  immediate  passage. 

Happily,  I  need  not  dwell  on  its  details  They  were  elaborately  explaii 
colleague  on  the  committee  when  he  introduced  the  bill  to  the  House.  C 
casion  he  challenged  the  free,  frank,  and  full  discussion  of  the  bill;  and 
J)onse  has  been  made  to  his  challenge?  The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
gentleman  from  the  Brooklyn  district  of  New  York,  [Mr.  Kai.m 
gentleman  from  the  city  district  of  that  State,  [Mr.  Brooks,]  have  all  spol 
bill ;  but  they  have  not  discussed  its  details.  They  have  not  attempted  tc 
the  provisions  in  it  that  are  constitutional,  illegal,  or  unwise,  They  ha 
upon  it  invective  and  denunciation;  but  its  details  and  its  spirit  they  ha' 
Indeed,  the  gensleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  said: 

''But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  vain  for  me  to  attempt  to  discuss  ^he  details  of  this  bill,  fo 
which  has  doubtless  been  caucused  and  settled  and  decided  upon  elsewhere.  I  will  n 
waste  the  time  of  the  House  in  a  futile  discussion  of  its  details." 

Futile,  indeed,  would  have  been  the  discussion  had  the  gentleman  att 
verify  his  denunciation  of  the  bill  by  pointing  out  the  provisions  which 
justify  it.  He  chose  rather  to  evade  the  bill,  its  objects,  and  its  provisioi 
entertain  us  with  incoherent  rhapsodies,  which  would  have  been  very  wi 
iniltce  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  where  we  speak  for  bunc 
which  sounded  dreary  and  melancholy  enough  in  Connection  with  a  gravi 
thai  which  should  properly  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Sir,  in  the  absence  of  assailable  provisions  in  the  bill,  the  gentleman  pc 
his  indignation  upon  the  grand  old  Puritan  State.     He  said  : 

"  I  know  the  spirit  of  Massachusetts.  I  know  her  iuexorablc,  unappeasable,  demo 
I  know  that  what  she  decrees  she  will  execute,  as  when  she  ordered  the  burning  of  th 
Salem,  or  the  scourging  of  the  Qhakers,  or  the  exile  of  the  Baptists  to  the  rocky  8 
Narragansett  or  to  the  mountain  fastnesses  and  glens  of  New  Hamshire,  where  my  mi 
list  ancestors  were  banished.  Hence  when,  as  now,  she  decrees  on  the  African,  I  trent 
Million  of  hitherto  happy  human  beings  now  doomed  to  extermination." 

And  again  he  said  : 

''The  spirit  of  Massachusetts  has  done  in  two  or  three  years  only  what  Christ,  or  tl 
Christ,  was  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  years  in  accomplisuing  in  the  .Roman  empire." 

Sir,  I  am  no  son  of  Massachusetts  or  New  England  as  the  gentleman  is 
member  that,  in  my  wayward  3'outh,  being  free  from  the  indenture  that 
tne  to  a  long. apprenticeship,  but  not  having  at. aided  msmhood,  I  wanden 
native  Pennsylvania,  counter  to  the  current  tide  of  emigration,  in  pursuit 
ment,  and  found  a  home  in  Massachusetts,  and  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  pu 
ment  to  freely  testify  my  gratitude  to  her  in  whom  I  found  a  gentle  am. 
foster-mother.  I  thank  God  for  the  Puritan  spirit  of  Massachusetts.  A 
friendless,  and  in  pursuit  of  wages  for  manual  toil,  I  found  open  to  me  in  tl 
of  Boston  the  science,  history,  and  literature  of  the  world.  At  a  cost  th 
laboring  man  did  not  feel  I  found  in  her lyeeuma  and  lecture  rooms  the  mc 


it    liei^Ilk    ^llUCrlCUIl    UlVJJIZUl'lUU    Will     UC    UillIlCVJ,     aim    luunvi     iwui     J""'«    "»    '•"«- 

well-paid  toil  worth  to  me  what  the  eame  number  of  years  in  a  college  might 
mi.  1  thank  the  men  af  Massachusetts,  as  will  the  scholars  in  public  school* 
d  upon  her  principles  in  the  city  of  Charleston  in  good  time.  They  may  be 
ley  may  be  black,  they  may  be  yellow,  but  when  the  civilization  of  M.i-»  | 
shall  have  penetrated  that  dark  city,  and  fashioned  its  institutions  as  it, 
pleasure  of  the  pupils  in  the  schools  will  be  to  thank  God  night  aim  morn- 
be  spirit  of  Massachusetts  which  kept  liberty  alive,  and  finally  brought  it* 
3  to  the  entire  people  of  the  country.  Yes,  sir,  Massachusetts  in  the  past 
iars  ba's  given  a  practical  application  to  those  principles  which  in  twelva  or 
eateries  gave  freedom  to  Europe,  and  are  about  giving  it  to  all  the  people 
ica.  Not  without  war,  however  ;  and  the  gentleman  ignored  the  teachings 
•y  when  he  said  that  it  had  been  done  without  war  in  Europe.  Sir,  the  his- 
outest  for  freedom  in  Europe  is  a  history  of  continuous,  sanguinary, 
ructive  war. 

eritleroau  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cgx]  less  gravely — I  will  not  say  more  flippantly, 
might  be  offensive — devoted  his  hour,  as  I  have  said,  not  to  the  examina- 
the,  bill,  but  to  a  criticism  of  certain  utterances  of  Wendell  Phillips  and 
e  Tilton,  and  reading  copious  extracts  from  a  pamphlet  recently   published 

■  r,  Hamilton  &  Co.,  Nassau  street,  New  York,  entitled  Miscegenation. 

i  little  disappointed,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  bill  should  receive  such  treat- 
the  hands  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  They  profess  to 
lize  with  the  people  of  the  South  and  wish  to  restore  them  to  the  bless- 
society.  Sir,  do  they  not  know  that  this  bill  relates, to  four  million  people 
outh,  half  a  million,  certainly  more  than  four  hundred  thousand,  of  whom 
near  relatives  of  their  former  associates  on  this  floor  and  their  partisans  in 
:h,  meu  to  whom  they  and  their  deluded  followers  confided  the  administra- 
our  Government  for  more  than  thirty  years!  None  know  better  than  these 
en  that  one  half  million  slaves  are  the  near  relatives,  the  uncles,  aunts,  and 
brothers,  sisters,  and  children  of  the  Democracy  of  the  South  ;  that  in  the 
that  number  of  colored  people  tingles  the  blood  of  what  the  gentlemen  have 
•ased  to  consider  the  master  race  ot  this  country.  The  gentleman  intimated 
believed  that  he  Republicans  and  abolitionists  of  the  North  will  full  into 
:tice  of  amalgamation.  Sir,  he  knows  veiy  well  that  the  complaint  of  the 
illegal  and  unconstitutional  arrest  of  that  specimen  of  southern  chivalry, 
resentative  of  Virginia  manners  and  morals,  that  leader  of  the  New  YoiB 
icy,  Capt.  J.  U.  Andrews,  is  not  the  real  grievance  in  the  premises.  He  know* 
ill  that  their  real  grievance,  and  that  out  of  which  they  expected  to  make 
pital  while  they  hoped  to  restore  slavery  to  its  old  political  power,  is  that 
le  officers  tore  that  husband  of  a  white  wife  ruthlessly  from  the  sweltering 
i  of  his  African  inamorata  they  violated  Democratic  usages.  Yes,  sir;  this 
real  cause  of  complaint  in  the  premises. 
lot  the  men  of  the  North   who  have  been   enamored  by  that  complexion 

■  described  as  the  "  shadowed  livery  of  the  burning  sun."  It  is  not  the  men 
oi'th  who  have  laid  their  "snowy  hands"  in  "palms  of  russet;"  or  "hung 
s  priceless  pearl  that  shames  the  Orient  on  Africa's  swarthy  neck;"  or  real- 
lerimentally  the  truth  of  the  poet's  aphorism,  that 

"  In  joining  contrasts  lieth  Love's  delight." 

exquisite  ami  delicate  sources  of  enjoyment,  have  been  in  the  exclusive  pop- 
)f  the  Southern  Democracy,  the  colaborers  in  politics  of  the  gentleman  «  \'j 
them  so  wantonly  upon  the  people  of  his  own  section.  He  has  never  ee^'» 
te  northern  man  choose  his  companion  from  that  raee.  1  have  by  me  the 
of  a  band  of  slaves  sent  North  by  General  Banks,  four  of  whom  are  as  white 
ho  hold  this  discussion.  Tljey  come  from  the  colored  schools  recently  estpb- 
i  New  Orleans.  They  are  children  of  southern  Democrats ;  born  in  Virgi 
hia.ua,  they  were  owned  or  sold  by  their  fathers  as  negro  slaves. 
:,  sir,  upon  that  picture  of  Washington's  companion  in  the  Revolution  fpoint- 
>e  picture  of  i.a  Fayette]  and  his  fit  associate  in  this  Hall,  and  I  remembel 
en  on  his  tour  through  this  country  in  182-4  he  visited   the  southern  Stateq 

publicly  expressed  his  surprise  at  finding  the  complexion  of  the  negro  pop- 


r.'cc  of  the  Sunh.     Thus  in  Louisiana,  of  tbe  free  colored  p<  opl 

er-?  of  mixed  blood,  while  in   Pennsylvania  only  36  07  are  of  mixed    blood*. 

•■    <'  'el  me  -a.  the  laiter  are  nearly  nil  of  Bonthern  birth      I  remember  that 

i         tron  was  pending  in  our  courts  between  two  colored  natives  of  I  h 

v  ere  on  one  occasion  about  fifty  witnesses  in  court     Some- of  my  cdlh 

I    r  the  occasion.     The  < tesl  was  between  Robert  J.  Douglas  and  Wilkinson 

tmong  i he  fiftj  witnesses,  all  of  whom  were  natives  of  Charleston,  Soul 
and  its  immediate  vicinity,  there  was  i  ol  a  bla<  k  or  a  white  man.    The 
«!' of  mixed  blood.     And  in  behalf  of  Pennsylvania,  I  claim  that  the  South  h 
c  by  far  the  gr<  ater  portion  of  what  we  have  of  that  --tuck,     [n  Alal 

ge  of  mixed  blood  is  77  99,  and  in  Ve  monl  27  08.  In  T<  x  a  it  wells  to 
r  Rhode  Island  il  sinks  to  25  23;  in  South  Caroli  b  il  ri  es  again  to  71.96,  n 
standing  her  exportatiot.B  to  Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere;  in  Connecticut  it  t 
BJ04.  In  North  Carolina  it  is  71.69;  in  New  Yoik  it  is  1588  It,  Florid 
CC.99;  in  New  Jersey  it  is  but  13  64.     But  these,  you  Bay,  are  freed  people 

ei  sons  whose  fathers,  unwilling  to  Bell  their  own  blood,  have  manumiite 
children.  Let  ns  look,  tin  n,  to  the  sta'istics  of  the  slave  population.  [  find  I 
the  census  of  18.7(1  there  were  of  mixed  blood  among  the  slave  population  l> 
y  cent;  and  in  1860.  so  busy  had  the  pro-slavery  Democracy  been  in  augn 
*.'".'  numerical  power  of  the  institution,  that  the  7.30  had  swollen  to  10.41; 

•  >gro  race  is  to  be  saved  as  a  distinct  one,  the  only  way  to  do  it  is  to 
(Pom  the  embrace  of  the  slaveholders,  acknowledging  the  humanity  of  the 
give  him  the  rite  of  marriage,  and  teach  him  thos<  ruths  which,  accor 
«.'  e  gentlemen  from  New  York,  in  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  years  gavi 

i  'orals  to  Km  ope. 

But  enough  and  something  too  much  of  this.  Indeed,  I  crave  pardon  of  th< 
fv  having  lollo  ved  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio  so  far  in  this  discussion. 

It  is  not  for  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  predict  the  fate  of  races  of  people;  It  is 
*ne  to  disclose  the  providence  of  God  with  reference  to  our  country.  "St 
vnto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof."  My  business,  and  youre,  Mr.  and  that 
1  e,  i-  to  legislate  wisely  for  the  remedy  of  the  evils  that  now  beset  ou 
itry,  tiie  world,  humanity  at  large  needs  the  labor'of  these  fri 
».,   m  th.   broad  lands  abandoned  by  rebel  owners,  and  I  beg  the  Bouse  to  p 

•  i  the  sure  means  of  securing  present  blessings  and  future   peace   and    ) 
l         erity. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  said  further: 
*■  I  must  accept  facts  accomplished,  and  abide  by  the  consequences.    Hence  I  recognize 
I    'on  of  slavery;  hence  I  intend  to  art  hereafter  upon  that  recognition,  because   it   is 
eb'e.    8o  fas  as  1  have  influence  1  intend  to  withdraw  that  question  from  the  exciting 
Of  tbe  day,  and  to  go  before  the  people  upon  other  mutters  of  difference.'' 

Hir,  I  hail  the  gentleman  as  friend  and  brother  in  the  good  work  of  the 
F  welcome  him  u>  I  hope  soon  to  welcome  to  the  ranks  of  the  friends  of  Fr<  ei 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cox,]  who  told  us  that  the  Democratic  party  1 
I-  en  a  pro  slavery  party,  and  seemed  to  me  io  be  paving  the  way  for  com 
ward  and  joining  those  who  hear  the  standard  of  progress.  Yes,  I  shall  r 
I  o,  addicted  as  he  is  to  persiflage. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  says  thnt,  slavery  is  dead.  Let  us  give  i 
burial.  Let  us  erect  to  its  wicked  memory  a  monument.  Let  its  close  the  n 
tbe  sepulchre  with  a  stone  so  weighty  that  it  shall  pri  elude  the  pi  ssibility  < 
i  •efion.  Let  ns  put  over  it  the  Constitution  of  tbe  United  States,  having  fit 
*..•  i  therein  that  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  punishment  Ri 
dhall  be  forever  prohibited  within  the  United  States,  or  any  Slate  thereof 
Territory  belonging  thereto.  When  we  shall  have  d<  lie  that,  slavery  will 
r  H  d  and  the  United  States  be  freedom's  harbinger  to  mankind,  offering  pi 
welcome  to  the  oppressed  of  the  world.  Will  gentlemen  give  t:-  a  vote 
•ndment,  and  thus  attest  the  sincerity  of  their  conversion? 

But  something  more  is  to  be  done.  Slavery  is  not  quite  dead.  It  holds 
f  itness  still  in  Kentucky,  where  slaves  are  gathered  from  all  the  surrounding 
I  I  t  is  in  the  act  of  death.  We  may  consider  it  dead,  and  pass  on  to"  the  ne 
Havinir  eradicated  chattle  slavery,  let  us  unite  in  securing  freedom  to  th 


willing  to  work  lor  moderate  wages  if  promptly  paid,  docile  and  easily  managed, 
rreling  among  themselves,  of  tempera t«  habits,  cheerful  and  uncomplaining  under 
ev.-r  i\m\  are  treated  with  justice  and  common  humanity,  (in  the  southern  ell  mate) 
,  on  the  average,  to  work  aa  long  and  <is  hard  as  white  laborer?,  whether  foreign 

iel)  people  are  capable  of  taking  care  of  themselves.  Let  ns  theD  give 
indeed.  We  have  struck  the  shackles  from  their  limbs,  but,  they  are 
•lildren.  They  need  such  guidance  and  assistance  at  the  hands  of  the 
is  a  tui'  li'nl  gtl&rditfn  would  bestow:  They  have  not  owned  themselves, 
been  a  rite  denied  then.  They  were  not  permitted  to  identify  them- 
•  children  by  the  use  of  family  names.  History,  science,  and  literature 
mks  to  them  ;  nay.it  lias  been  a  felony  to  teach  them  to  read  the 
They,  their  wives  and  children,  have  been  numbered, counted,  bought 
i  horses,  eo.vs,  and  other  cattle   on    the   plantations   of  their   owners. 

0  more.  They  are  sober,  industrious,  and  skilled  in  the  labor  which  h 
ake  these  broad  acres  productive,  and  .-ill  that  they  need  is  guidance, 
ie  battle  of  life,  and  lair  wages  for  fair  days  work.  Let  us,  the;;,  by 
%  of  this  bill,  secure  these  blessings  to  (hem,  and  they  will  prove  their 
erty. 

itlemao  [Mr.  Brooks]  says  they  will  be  destroyed;  that  a  harsh  and 
will  exterminate  them;  that  liberty  is  no  boon  to  them.  In  this  he 
eory  of  the  despot  and  the  aristocrat  of  every  age  and  country.  No 
:ir  judgment,  fit  for  freedom  till  he  has  got  used  to  its  enjoyment,  I 
thai  liberty  is  not  a  superstition,  a  name,  an  uncertain  tradition.  It  is 
well  embodied  in  our  political  institutions,  and  in  confirmed  by  the 
tnd  political  life  of  New   England.      Freedom,  sir,  is  for  the  laborer. 

"  Bread 

And  a  eomely  treble  spread, 
When  irom  daily  labor  come, 
In  a  neat  and  happy  home. 
It  is  clothes  and  lire  and  food 
For  the  trauipled  multitude." 

5  (his  bill.  Let  the  commissioners  it  calls  into  being  see  I  hat  abandoned 
ased.  Let  the  freedmen  feel  that  he  is  a  man  with  a  home  to  ca'l  his 
amily  around  him,  a  wife  to  protect,  children  to  nurture  and  rear,  ^ages 
and  received,  aud  a  right  to  invest  hissavi.igs  in  the  land  of  the  country, 
find  that  ad  race  will  prove  itself  able  to  blot  out.  of  existence  these 
mi  oi  toil.  According  to  the  gentleman's  theory,  the  Irish  ra  -e  is  rapidly 
from  the  world.  Look  at  tiie  census  aud  behold  its  frightful  exhibit. 
population  of  Ireland  was  8,175,124.     In  1861,  after  a  lapse  oft  .venty 

1  shrunk  to  5,764,543.  Is  the  lnsh  element  therefore. disappearing  I 
:ing  an  empire  of  Australia.  It  is  taking  advantage  of  our  ridiculously 
ciprqeity  treaty  with  Canada,  and  building  up  a  rival  power  beyond 
[Tie  names  of  Corcoran,  Mulligan,  and  Meagher  tell  you  what  it  if  doing 

Although  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Harrington]  would  ex- 
It  from  the  right,  of  citizenship  and  confine  it  to  the  Anglo  Mixon  alone, 
>r  was  when  the  Irish  element  of  humanity  was  exercising  so  wide,  so 

beneficiehSt  an  influence  as  it  does  to-day,  when  the  Utile  island  of  Ire- 
rentiy  being  depopulated.     You  need  not  fear  that  this  black  rac;  will 

Give  these  people  homes,  the  sense  of  proprietorship  in  the  land,  fami- 
h,  the  pleasures  and  power  of  science,  literature,  philosophy,  and  the 
jion,  and  you  need  not  fear  that  you  can  corrupt  them  as  \oli  have  done 
[•annihilate  thetii  by  your  power.  Toe  glowing  South,  the  land  of  the 
al  to  them,  invites  its  own  development  aud  will  insure  that  of  his  race. 
!e  of  the  South  understand  this  matter  better  thru  we.  1  find  in  the 
j  Tirriis,  of  December  16,  the  proceedingsof  the  convention  of  the  friends 
u  the  State  of  Louisiana.  It  was  largely  attended  by  the  ablest  and 'best 
ins  and  the  contiguous  parishes.     Thomas  J.  Durant,  Esq.,  wl  o  for 

has  illustrated  the  glorious  profession  of  law  at  the  bar  of  Louisiana, 
d,  on  taking  the  chair,  said  : 
Izens  of  the  convention,  friends  of  the  cause  of  hnman  freedom  and  of  liberty,  I  feel 


.  a  Greeting  of  colored  people  of  ^New  Orleans,  held  in  L 
the  preceding  evening.     1  read  extracts  from  a  cona"  pot. of 

taken  from  the  o  Fork  Jourual,  remarking  tl 

the  ivp.  rl  bo  which  I  have  referred: 

"A  meeting  ol  the  colored  people  of  this  city  was  held  last  evening- in  Lyceum 
Colonel  McKay, .  ..■  ..I  i in-  commissioners  appointed  by  the  President  to  ln> 

aocipated  by  act  of  Congress,  and  tlie  President's  proclamation 
the  nour  of  co  rj  seat  Id  the  vast  hall  was  filled 

It'  slaii<l  iliLC-pliL-'-s  were  «lcn---l .   packed  uliove  and  below 

■  •Itia  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  a  more  reepeetable  audience,  so  tar  as  extern; 
were  enncerni  d,  wag  never  assembled  In  New  Orleans     The  female  portion  i  special 
i.  and  looked  as  tidy  and  as  genteel  as  the  audience  to  be  found  in  your  fashioi 
on  the  Babbath      Man]  of  the  quadroons  and  octoroons  were  of  surp 

.!•  ilig(  nee,  ri-Unem.  iit.  and  good  breeding. 
"  Tli  a  present,  who  had  spent  much  lime  among  the  degraded  1 

i  li  Carolina,  were  asti  oished  to  find  before  them  an  an 
dt  so  intelligent  in  appearance,  and  in  every  respect  so  throughly  competent 
aalbati  tid'to  diem.    It  Is  also  interesting  to  know  that  this  Lyceum  hall 

house;  thai  H  i-  the  largest  room  Ln  the  ciiy. 

"The  i.cv.  s.  W.  Rogers  was  appointed  president  of  the  meeting.    The  procei 
with  prayer  b  an  present,  ai  er  which  the  chairman  stated  the  object  ol  th 

ii  r.  lie  then  introduce, i  Colonel  McKay,  the  commissioner  from  the  Preatdei 
■■Thi-_-.-iiiicin.-in  on  taking  the  stand  was  received  with  great  appleaae.  Inasb 
stated  to  the  audience  that  the  people  of  the  North  and  the  President  felt  tl 
th.'  condition  of  the  colored  population  of  this  city,  and  that  the  President  bad  seal 
special  commissioner  to  inquire  into  their  condition,  lie  had  visited  their  schools 
favorably  impressed  with  the  progress  they  were  making.  They  must  go  InUie  \ 
commenced,  and  must  depend  in  a  ;;reat  measure  upon  their  own  labors  for  their  sal 

But  in}-  time  will  not  allow  further  extracts. 

Gentlemen  say  that  the  bureau  proposed  by  this  bill  is  to  be  expensive 
ernment ;  that  if  the  s\stem  could  be  made  lucrative,  they  "  would  love 
thing  for  these  poor  blacks."  The  blacks  do  not  ask  you  to  give  I 
work  and  wages.  They  wish  to  pay  liberally  for  all  beyond  this.  The: 
out  a  name,  known  as  Tom,  Joe,  and  Diek,  have  rented  their  one,  five,  te 
acres,  ami  have  produced  a  Urge  amount  of  cotton,  on  which  they  pay 
ment  a  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound.  1  fiud  in  Mr.  Yeattnaa's  report  o 
tion  of  the  Freedmen  of  the  Mississippi  the  following  statement  on  this  i 

"I  vWte  I  quite  a   number  of  freedmen  who  were   engaged  in  planting  cotton 
account. 

"I«uk    3  ihnson,    ol   red,  on  the  Albert  Richardson  place,  will  make  five  bales 
corn  sufficient  for  his  family  and  stock,  and  hat  sold  $800  worth  of  vegetables,    11 
Government.     He  commenced  work  last  May. 

"Bill  Gibson  and  Phil  Pord,  c  menced  work  last  May,  and  will  mak< 

cotton.     Tbey  occasionally  hire  a  woman  or  two,  and  have  paid  their  hands  in  ft 
their  own  pr  •' 

■  in  .a  Richardson,  colored,  on  the  3am.  Richardson  place,  will  make  ten  b; 
He  bai  on.    band  to  assist  him.  and  ha?  a  good  garden  and  corn 

hard   Walton,  colored,  will    mi  ball  3  ol  ci  tton.     H<-  has  only  had 

gathering  it.    Ik-  has  no  garden,  but  has  provided  for  himself,  and  paid  fbfeveryM 

■■n.i.r\  .1  ihnson,  colored,  will  make  eighl  balesof  cotton,  doing  all  the  work  hit 

"  Mo-cs  Wright,  colored^  »  ill  make  five  bah  3.     He  has  had  his  wife  and  two  won: 
and  all   have  paid   their  own  way. 

"Ji  i  man  place  n-a  bales  of  very  fine  cott 

,  ion.     He  had  some  assistance, 
"Jim  Blue  colored,  an  old  man,  has  made  two  bales  of  cotton 
"(i  i  \>\  two  women,  bas  made  eighl  hales  of  cotton. 

"  Hilly,  colored  woman,  whose  husband  was  kill,  d  by  the  rebels,  will  make  three  I] 
She  had  two  boj  -  to  aid  h-  r  in  pick  ing.  at  fifty  cents  per  day. 
"  Peter,  colored,  and  his  son,  have  made  two  bales,  and  raised  a  crop  of  corn. 

I    colored.  Will  make  two  and  a  half  bales  of  COttnn,  besides  his  com. 
ilored,  will  make  tRO  bales  of  cotton,   beai  le*  his  corn. 

I.  w..rk-  part  of  the  Ballard  place.      I  w  as  informed  he  would  mnl 

ton.     H(  works  about  twenty-seven  men,  women,  and  boys.    I  culled  . 

••  Patrick,  colored,  on  the  Parron  place,  near  Minikin  s  Bend,  has  made  aboui 

i.     lie  ha-  sis  or  seven  persons  to  aid  him. 
■'  j:  ib.,  colored,  will  make  nine  "T  ten  bales  of  cotton  on  the  same  place. 

■  red,  will  make  six  or  seven  bales  ol  cot  ton. 

Adjutant  lieneral  Thomas  also  tells  us  that  he  has  leased  fifteen  pi 
freedmen,  and  that  they  worked  them  well  and  Judiciously  raising 
one  hundred   and  fiftv  bal  in.  on  every  pound  of  which  the 
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mtiaband,  having  twelve  bales  of  cotton  as  working  capital,  may  ye 

,rn  himself  a  "local  habitation  and  a  name." 

reneral  Thomas'  arrangements  these  people  were  hired  at  seven  dollars  a 

an  able-bodied  man,  and  five  dollars  for  a  woman.     Under  the  influences 

;inated  this  bill  their  wages  have  been  raised  to  twenty  five  dollars  for  a 

twenty  dollars  for  a  second-class,  and  fifteen  dollars  for  a  third-class  man, 

n  of  the  same  character,  instead  of  being  compelled  to  labor  for  five  dol- 

?et  eighteen,  fourteen,  and  eleven  dollars. 

;ulatois,  when  they  leased  lauds,  said  they  could  not  work  them  and  pay 

s;  but  when  the  lettings  of  hands  came  to  be  made  there  was  much  coui- 

r  laborers  at  the  enhanced  price.     Oh  this  subject  Mr.  Yeatman  says  : 

ere  those  who  stated  that  plantations  could  not  be  leased,  if  they  had  to  pay  the 
ages  required,  say  for  men  graded  No.  1,  twenty-five  dollars;  No.  2,  twenty  dol- 
,  fifteen  dollars;  women  of  the  same  grades,  eighteen  dollars,  fourteen  dollars,  and 
rs;  but,  notwithstanding,  when  the  time  for  leasing  came,  there  were  none  thai 
n  this  account.-' 

ry  advantage  to  ourselves  is  a  mean  argument  to  suggest;  but  let  me 
er  the  men  of  the  Northwest  do  not  wish  to  create  millions  of  consumers, 
nsumers,  of  their  great  staples?  I  know  that  Pennsylvania  and  Few 
rill  not  complain  if  these  four  million  people  who  have  been  non-con- 
their  products  shall  send  each  fall  and  spring  to  buy  the  products  of  their 
i.     It  will  do  the  North  no  harm  to  see  these  freedmen  and  their  families 

rather  than  in  dog  hutches  called  slave  quarters;  to  know  that  they 
ets  on  their  floors,  furniture  in  their  rooms,  and  Yankee  clocks  on 
tels ;  and  that  when  on  the  Sabbath  day  they  repair  to  the  village 
lilt  by  their  own  generous  contributions,  they  dress  as  their  taste  may 
to. 
f.  Speaker,  is  not  a  political   bill.     It  is  required  by  the  exigencies  of 

"We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution,  and  it  is  no  answer  to  the  ie- 
i  bureau  to  say  that  there  has  never  been  a  Freedmen's  Bureau  before, 
tswer  to  say  that  there  is  no  precedent.     Gentlemen  turn  your  vision  to 

for  to-morrow,  and  to-morrow,  and  to-morrow  again  will  come,  and 
will  bring  new  conditions  and  new  duties  ;  and  the  man  who  is  not 
onfront  the  morrow  is  not   fit  to   legislate  for  the  leading  nation  of  the 

ltlemen  inquire  whether  this  bill  will  benefit  the  white  man.  Yes,  it 
id  that  among  the  eight  million  whites  of  the  South,  with  scarcely  any 
among  them,  for  foreign  labor  has  been  excluded  by  the  system  of 
ior  that  prevailed — among  the  eight  million  whites  there  are  more  than 
lousand  more  who  cannot  read  or  write  than  are  found  among  the  eigh- 
m8  of  the  North,  though  these  embrace  almost  all  the  uneducated  foreign- 
ave  emigrated   to   this  country.      Under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  by 


nnu  ufiit'iii  <■■  iiu-  iijj.ii  ani  ninrm   ireen  people  ;•-•  <i  Riotneriess  cnnureii.  sn«i  me 
ii  Lbe  quantli]  ol  land  applied  for  should  be  cultivated,  ii  will  ylehl 

from  twelve  La  Hfleen  b Ired  thousand  dollar*  per  ronutn  le  be  applied  to  tbe  | 

mentioned,  a  sum  more  tban  sufficient.  Those  who  labor  will  snpport  themselves. 
and  will  be  established  on  even  plantation  leased  when:  inert  areehildren  mfiel 
"The  quantity  of  land  applied  i^r  will  more  than  pmploj  all  the  laborfrs  oh 
lion,  but  those  most  conversant  with  the  condition  of  things  ai  tbe  Boutri 
will  1).-  no  difficulty  on  the  score  >•(  laborers,  that  thousand*  will  flock  in  the  nion 
that  there  Is  work  for  them  at  fair  wages.  They  bave  a  dread  of  the  Freedom 
vhleh  so  many  have  suffered  aud  died." 

And  attain  : 

■  judicious  fostering  of  the  system  of  labor  poposed,  it  will  not  only  reliei 
the  charge  of  many  thousands  ol  these  people  whom  they  arc  now  feedli 
taintng  in  idleness,  and  who  must  il  so  continved  sink  into  a  deeper  state  ol  deg 
iau  they  were  as  slaves.  With  protection  such  as  is  asked  for.  all  will  flni 
at  lair  wages,  and  will  be  able  rally  to  t:i|>|n.rt  themselves,  besides  putting  mill) 
Treasury  In  the  way  of  rental  and  "tax  and  dulies  on  ootton.  If  the  number  of 
plied  for  are  planted  and  the  product  derived  from  it  as  anticipated,  a  revenue  0 
eigbl  millions  uia)   be  calculated  on." 

K  it  my  time  is  almost  spent.     I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  let  this  bill  r 
ter  still,  to  aid  in  its  passage,  and  for  once  at  least  give 

Thanks  for  the  privilege  to  bless 

By  word  and  deed 
The  widow  in  her  keen  distress, 
The  childless  and  the  falherl  ss, 

The  hearts  that  bleed." 
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